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This report provides the full results of an online survey undertaken by Think.me.UK in 
partnership with Keep Britain Free (KBF).  The survey represents the growing number of 
people who are unhappy with decisions the UK government has taken in the past six 
months.  5,416 people took part between Tuesday 15th and Monday 21st August 2020. 
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Keep Britain Free: Life Post Covid Survey September 2020 copyright 2020 Keep Britain 
Free/Think.me.uk   

This survey may be distributed in its entirety for the purposes of research, investigation, discussion 
and analysis. It may not be distributed by way of trade, commercial exploitation or published on any 
website or other electronic medium with express written consent from the copyright holders. Extracts 
may be used for the purposes of research, investigation, discussion and analysis but must at all times 
carry an acknowledgement and clear indication of the source of the data as being: " Keep Britain 
Free: Life Post Covid Survey September 2020 copyright 2020 Keep Britain Free conducted 
byThink.me.uk.”  

 

The survey was designed to provide input into the House of Lords “Life Post Covid” 
committee.  Details of KBF and Think.me.UK are given in the Introduction (Section 1.1). 
This version includes additional charts not included in the House of Lords submission. 
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The background to the House of Lords call for submissions is reproduced below: 

“The Committee, which was appointed in June 2020 to consider the long-term 

implications of the pandemic on the economic and societal wellbeing of the UK, wants 

to understand what individuals and organisations think that COVID-19 will mean for 

our daily lives, at work and at home, and for how we function as a society – what 

might it mean for social cohesion, for (in) equality, for our environment or for arts 

and culture? 

Asking people to look several years into the future, the Committee are keen to hear 

about both the challenges there are to overcome and the opportunities to do things 

better, especially in light of the systemic inequalities in society that the pandemic has 

highlighted.” 

A personal overview of the results is provided on the next page.  This is followed by the 
Introduction, Sample Profile and an Executive Summary.  The latter features a small 
selection of comments provided by survey respondents (more are given with the Full 
Results).  A much larger database of comments is available for analysis.  

The purple text in this main part of this report relates to the current situation, the green text 
to life beyond Covid (2022 and thereafter). 
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OVERVIEW…as submitted to the House of Lords Life Post Covid Committee 

The Current Situation 
5,416 people from all walks of life took part in this survey.  People who are self-employed 
or own their own businesses and are unsure as to what the future holds for them, parents 
who are concerned about their children’s education and return to school, frontline workers 
who are unable to discuss their concerns at work and who are exasperated by the dictats 
handed down to them. 

There is universal concern for the loss of joy and democracy.  People feel that recent 
decisions have been taken in a way which is illogical and inconsistent.  The views of 
scientific advisers and international organisations have taken precedence over the views of 
the people of the UK and their elected representatives. 

Having undertaken this research we then spoke to around 200 people on the streets of 
London over the weekend.  These were people from other groups who had organised a 
demonstration in Trafalgar Square on Saturday (attended by an estimated 35,000 people) 
and young people hanging around down Portobello Road on Sunday (when Carnival would 
normally have taken place).  The anger, despair and loss of trust seen in the KBF survey 
was reflected in both of these groups.  They too wanted to have fun.  They too had lost trust 
in the government. 

People are not stupid.  Many are astute and well informed.  Many avoid the BBC and 
mainstream media, going direct to sources such as the ONS and scientific papers.  They 
increasingly recognise that they are being tricked by behavioural scientists, with decisions 
being taken by narrow experts who are too far removed from the people they are paid to 
serve.  It feels as if these experts treat the people with contempt. 

What of the future? 
The need to restore democracy and put a halt to the measures in place is immediate.  We 
have to assume this has happened by 2022.  If not all hell may let loose. 

The future people want is one where normal social contact can be resumed, with the joy 
restored to life.  People can balance risks.  They don’t want their grans to give up and die 
alone through fear of normal human contact. 

Schools present a particular challenge.  There may be a rapid increase in home schooling, 
for which support will be needed.  

We want a future where we can take responsibility for our own health and immunity 
whilst protecting the vulnerable and reducing health inequalities.  We want to draw on the 
services of a traditional family GP…one we know by name and can see in person.  We must 
be able to look after our loved ones.  

We do not want to live in a surveillance state with arbitrary police powers.  Frontline 
workers do not want to have to fear speaking out nor do they see their jobs as being the 
implementation of arbitrary dictats. 

Please restore our trust and make Britain happy again. 

Nigel Jacklin 

31st August 2020 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
1.1 INTRODUCTION 

This survey represents the growing number of people who are unhappy with decisions the 
UK government has taken in the past six months.  5,416 people took part in the lengthy 
online survey between Tuesday 15th and Monday 21st August 2020. 

The survey was initiated and designed by Nigel Jacklin, Managing Director of Think.me.UK. 
The survey was undertaken in co-operation Keep Britain Free (KBF).  All survey costs were 
met by Think.me.UK.  He has recently been active on twitter as @TheGoodStatsMan. 

Think.me.UK currently hold the contracts for the National Medical Media Surveys of GPs and 
Hospital Doctors.  Nigel has worked as an independent consultant for clients such as the 
Financial Times/FT.com and The Ecologist.  He helped the IAB (Internet Advertising Bureau) 
to set up UKOM, the body responsible for overseeing measurement of the internet in the UK.  

Founded in March this year KBF is a “campaign to hold the UK government to account over 
lockdown and the debt and poverty it has created.”  It is taking a High Court action to 
challenge recent government decisions.  KBF established its social media account and 
website in June of this year (i.e. less than three months ago).  The website currently has 
14,500 individual members with over 100,000 followers on social media.  The KBF website 
has 80,000 monthly unique visitors.  These numbers continue to grow organically. 

The survey was promoted on twitter by Simon Dolan, KBF founder, and Leah Butler-Smith, 
who has represented KBF in the media.  An initial request generated 3,280 replies with a 
further 1,718 replies generated by a reminder.  The survey was also posted on Facebook 
generating a further 373 replies.  45 replies were generated via linked-in and two KBF 
groups.  

The twitter request explained that the survey “Will feed into a House of Lords committee on 
Life Post Covid, takes 10-15 minutes to complete, is confidential & run by an independent 
research company.”  The full explanation at the start of the survey is shown below. 

“This survey is being undertaken on behalf of Keep Britain Free (KBF).  We will be feeding the 
results in to a House of Lords consultation concerning Life Beyond Covid.  We will also 
publish the results on the KBF website. 

 
We are seeking to represent the views of people in the UK who wants to challenge some of 
the measures taken by the UK government in the past 6 months.  Anyone is welcome to take 
part in this survey, regardless of whether you know of or support Keep Britain Free. 

 
The House of Lords consultation relates to the future, that is the next two to five years.  With 
this in mind we are particularly interested in any views you have on life in 2022 and beyond. 

 
Your answers will be treated in confidence as guaranteed by the Code of Conduct of the 
Market Research Society.  If you do not want to answer any questions you can skip them.” 
 

The survey has been conducted in accordance with the Code of Conduct of the Market 
Research Society and the General Data Protection Regulations.  The questions asked and 
full results are included in the appendix.  
 
Nigel Jacklin #TheGoodStatistician 
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1.2 SAMPLE PROFILE 

The sample profile is shown below.  Full details are in Appendix Section 9 with details of 
employment status in Section 5.  

A quarter of respondents said they were KBF 
members.  

Half followed KBF on social media or used 
the KBF web site.  

A quarter did not follow KBF.  

 
 

The sample was fairly evenly split by gender 
with slightly more females than males. 

4% preferred not to state their gender or did 
not answer this question. 

 

 

The majority of respondents were working 
age.  

A third were under 45, a third age 45-54 and 
a third aged 55+ or over. 

 

72% had been working in January 2020 
(3,917 respondents).  32% were 
self-employed or ran their own businesses. 

There was a good spread of occupations.  

The largest groups are shown below (each 
representing 8 to 10% of working 
respondents…the number of respondents in 
each group is shown): 

- Health, Nursing, Medical Care 393 
- Hospitality and Personal Services 366 
- IT/Digital 368 
- Finance, Property, Law 330 
- Education 318  

84% live in England, 10% in Scotland, 3% in 
Wales, 1% in Northern Ireland, 1% 
elsewhere.  

27% live in a city, 72% in a town, village or the 
countryside (1% did not answer). 
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1.3 KEY FINDINGS 
FAITH IN DEMOCRACY…see Section 2.1  
92% are extremely concerned about the ways in which the government has taken decisions 
in the past 6 months.  

When asked how decisions have been taken by the UK government in the past 6 months 
traditional values such as democratically, transparently, using due process, on the basis of 
sound scientific evidence and in interests of the people were absent.  None of these scored 
more than 2%.  These traditions have been replaced by procedures which are illogical 
(86%), inconsistent (79%), in secret (72%) and autocratic (60%). 

 

Normal democratic procedures need to be reinstated; trust in the government needs 
to be restored. 

“I am only worried about the government response to a future pandemic. Not the 
pandemic itself.”  

Male, Government employee, KBF Follower/website User 
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HOW DECISIONS WERE TAKEN…Section 2.1 
 
When asked who they think had the most significant influence on decisions taken by the 
government in the past six months groups we might normally expect to have influence (the 
NHS, MP’s and the people of the UK) came at the bottom of the list.  Instead decisions had 
been influenced most by government scientific advisers (80%) and international 
organisations such as the WHO (78%) followed by the media (71%) and big business (70%). 
Other advisers and behavioural scientists were also seen as influential (57% and 56%). 
 

 
“We have been completely failed by the collective Westminster political class. We 
forfeited the right to call ourselves a free democracy in March. This must be 
remedied by a return of our rights and wholesale electoral reform to ensure this can 
never happen again.”  

Male, 55-64, Retired, KBF Member 
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MEASURES IN A FUTURE PANDEMIC…see Section 2.2 
 
Only 2% feel all or most of the measures taken in response to the Covid pandemic in the 
past six months are necessary.  70% feel none of them are necessary, 28% some of them. 
 
When asked which measures they would support if there were a similar outbreak in 2022 
there was strong support for measures to protect vulnerable people (65%) and better 
information about immunity and health (58%).  

 

Restrictive measures need to be kept to a minimum and be replaced by positive steps 
people can take. 

“Get the government to stay out of micro managing peoples lives - and take away the 
unwarranted fear that is ruining millions of lives. Be honest and say that politicians 
cannot control the thousands of viruses that we share our world with, and that natural 
immunity is the way our species has evolved and survived this long! We must 
NEVER lockdown ever again!” 

Female, 55-64, Managerial, KBF Follower/website Use 
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A WELL INFORMED PUBLIC…see Section 2.3 

96% agree strongly “I like to have information to understand or take decisions myself.” 

When asked how that had kept informed in recent months, social and alternative media were 
more likely to be used than traditional media (newspapers and the BBC).  Written in answers 
show that half were using the BBC less. 
 
54% went direct to official sources (such as Gov.UK, ONS or local council websites). 
Written answers suggest that the ONS was the most useful of these sources. 
 
68% tried to find information but been unable to do so (for example, because it has been 
removed or censored).  3,167 provided details or comments about the problems they had 
encountered finding information. 
 

 

People need reliable, impartial sources of information of information.   

“The official figures have been helpful, ONS and NRS in Scotland. Almost all of the 
media has been a national disgrace, spreading fear and misinformation. The 
reporting on the lockdown rules were horrific, each and every outlet conflating law 
and guidance & passing off guidance as law. This is still happening, there needs to 
be a reckoning with the media after the part they have played.”  

Male, 25-34, Mechanical Technician, KBF Follower/website User 
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UNCERTAINTY AND FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES EXPECTED…see Section 2.4 
 
Looking forward to 2022, only half (48%) expected to be in the same kind of employment or 
business, 9% in a new job or different type of business, 35% were unsure.  7% expected to 
retire or be semi-retired. 
 
Their economic outlook for 2022 is mixed.  34% expect the economy to recover, most only 
partially.  16% expected it to not recover much more, 37% to deteriorate further.  12% are 
not sure. 
 
Their personal financial expectations for 2022 were generally pessimistic.  Half (48%) said it 
would be difficult (25% very difficult).  28% said they would make adjustments so it would be 
OK.  16% were not sure. 
 
87% think the government will find it very difficult to pay back the money they have borrowed 
in the past 6 months (77% very difficult). 

 

 

The economic situation is going to be tough. 
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“My husband has lost his job due to Covid & I’ve had my salary cut by 20%. Financial 
expectations are grim!”  Female, 35-44, Office worker, KBF Member 
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A RENEWED EMPHASIS ON PERSONAL HEALTH?  See Section 2.5 

 
The majority had experience health problems in the last 6 months.  62% said “stress, 
isolation, financial difficulties or other problems have had an adverse impact on my health,” 
42% said “my health has deteriorated in other ways (e.g. I gained weight, drank more, or 
been less active).”  46% had experienced problems helping family members or friends with 
health problems during the past six months.  
 
The vast majority (87% feel their own actions are most important in determining their own 
health (10% selected medical help/NHS treatments).  
 
57% expect life expectancy to decrease over the next five years (57%).  
 
When asked about the service from their local GP practice in 2022 and beyond 76% wanted 
in person consultations, 74% a specific/named GP who I was able to see when I needed to 
do so. 
 

 
 
People do see their health as their own responsibility. 
 

“People should take responsibility for their health and realise that they will be more 
susceptible to viruses etc if they don't. I take care with my health, I don't want locking 
down because others can't do as I do.”  
 
Female, 55-64, Teaching assistant, KBF Member 
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IMPLICATIONS FOR SCHOOLS…see Section 2.6 

The majority of those with school age children (73%) wanted their children to go back to 
school.  94% thought it was safe for children to return to school, 81% saying it was perfectly 
safe.   

Of those saying school was not safe 50 gave comments related to going back to school. 38 
comments suggested their concerns were driven by the measures, of which 13 said they 
were concerned about the psychological impact of the measures on children. Only one 
respondent was concerned about Covid and a potential second wave (11 gave other 
comments). 

 

The majority want the children to have a normal educational experience. 
 

“Children need to be in school & not some sterile environment that seems to be a 
school. They need to socialise & have fun! They are our future & at the moment 
we’re failing them.”  
 
Female, 35-44, Marketing Manager, KBF Follower 

 

A high 5% had already been home schooling their children in January and 8% planned to 
home school in the future.  A further 14% would like to home school but felt it would be 
difficult to do so due to work.  This suggests the number of people who are home schooling 
could double and has potential to quadruple. 

Some are going to start home schooling…and more may start if measures persist. 
 

“I am going to home school not because of covid 19 at all. We don’t worry about that 
because the survival rate is 99.7% or so. So it is less than flu!!!! My child is not 
returning to school because he is much happier and flourishing at home with home 
education. It highlighted to me how bad the school education actually is.” 
 
Female, 45-54, Practitioner, KBF Follower 
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A BALANCE OF CONCERNS FOR THE FUTURE…see Section 2.7 

The government will clearly need to restore trust in itself and there are strong concerns 
about the use of surveillance and police powers. 

The majority are concerned about their own access to good health care and health 
inequalities.  Fewer are concerned for their own health with most not worried about a future 
pandemic. 

The majority are open to a shift towards a less consumeristic society, where wellbeing is 
more important than GDP.  There was overwhelming agreement with the need to put 
people’s fear of the virus to rest and restore joy to life.  

 

We must avoid becoming a police and surveillance state 
 

A newly elected government that listens to its people and truly serves their interests. 
A concerted effort to oust corruption and hidden agendas and no more use of 
behavioural modification 'sciences'. More transparency and less surveillance. A 
return of a balanced mass media and a wholesale rejection of propaganda.  Female, 
35-44, Maternity leave/looking after children, KBF Member 

We must restore joy to life 

To get rid of this madness and put the love and enjoyment back into life, instead of 
walking the streets like frightened rabbits thinking every person is a disease ridden 
rat. Male, 45-54, DJ, KBF Member 
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2 FULL RESULTS and selected comments. 
This section contains the headline results for all questions and a selection of comments. 
The survey database contains a large number of detailed comments.  Further analysis is 
available. 

2.1 DEMOCRACY AND OUR INSTITUTIONS: The Judicial Review 

The first questions referred to the Judicial Review challenging lockdown and other measures 
implemented by the UK government.  As a result of an appeal decision by Lord Justice 
Hickinbottom the legal challenge is proceeding further in September. 

98% agree with Lord Justice Hickinbottom’s description of the measures taken by the 
government as “Possibly the most restrictive regime on the public life of persons and 
businesses ever.”  95% agreed strongly. 

97% are concerned about the ways in which the government has taken decisions in the past 
6 months.  92% are extremely concerned. 

 

DEMOCRACY AND OUR INSTITUTIONS: How Were Decisions Taken 
 
When asked who they think had the most significant influence on decisions taken by the 
government in the past six months groups we might normally expect to have influence (the 
NHS, MP’s and the people of the UK) came at the bottom of the list.  Instead decisions had 
been influenced most by government scientific advisers (80%) and international 
organisations such as the WHO (78%) followed by the media (71%) and big business (70%). 
Other advisers and behavioural scientists were also seen as influential (57% and 56%). 
 
When asked how decisions have been taken by the UK government in the past 6 months 
traditional values such as democratically, transparently, using due process, on the basis of 
sound scientific evidence and in interests of the people were absent.  None of these scored 
more than 2%.  These traditions have been replaced by procedures which are illogical 
(86%), inconsistent (79%), in secret (72%) and autocratic (60%). 
 
DEMOCRACY AND OUR INSTITUTIONS: Attitude Statements 

When asked the extent to which they agreed or disagreed with six statements about 
government decision taking and being informed there was a strong desire to be informed 
and understand things and a sever lack of confidence in the government and lack of trust in 
the organisations which advise them. 

98% agree with “I like to have information to understand or take decisions myself,” 
96% agree strongly. 

94% agree with “We need a fast and effective way of challenging decisions taken by 
government,” 89% agree strongly. 

 

Only 2% agree “I am confident the government will take the right decisions,” 95% 
disagree, 87% disagree strongly. 

Only 2% agree “I trust the organisations which advise the government,” 95% 
disagree, 87% disagree strongly. 

15 
 



Only 5% agree “I do not need to know or understand the detailed reasons behind 
government decisions,” 91% disagree, 84% disagree strongly. 

7% agree “Decisions need to be taken at an international level, not in the UK,” 82% 
disagree, 69% disagreed strongly.  

Further questions (see Section 8) look at issues such as the need to restore trust. 

 
Normal democratic procedures need to be reinstated; trust in the government needs 
to be restored. 

I am only worried about the government response to a future pandemic. Not the pandemic 
itself. 

Male, Government employee, KBF Follower/website User  

I want to have lots of friends and be in a relationship, which this year has prevented. We 
need to move towards libertarianism and a massive reduction in powers of the state. The 
current administration needs to face criminal repercussions for their dishonesty and 
needlessly authoritarian and unscientific response to what is essentially a jumped up cold. 

Male, 18-24, Retail, KBF Member 

Although I'm not worried about future pandemics, I am concerned about this paranoid 
Government's response to it.  They are a complete disaster and I hope they have all lost 
their jobs by 2022 or are in prison for misuse of power and money. 

Female, 45-54, Website Manager and Social Media, KBF Follower/website User  

We have been completely failed by the collective Westminster political class. We forfeited 
the right to call ourselves a free democracy in March. This must be remedied by a return of 
our rights and wholesale electoral reform to ensure this can never happen again. 

Male, 55-64, Retired, KBF Member 
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2.2 THE MEASURES/2022 
 
Only 2% feel all or most of the measures taken in response to the Covid pandemic in the 
past six months are necessary.  70% feel none of them are necessary, 28% some of them. 
 
When asked which measures they would support if there were a similar outbreak in 2022 
there was strong support for measures to protect vulnerable people (65%) and better 
information about immunity and health (58%).  There were reasonable levels of support for 
better information about hygiene (38%), extra ‘surge’ capacity in the NHS (26%) and working 
from home where possible (23%). 
 
A minority would support quarantine on return from travel abroad (12%) and social 
distancing (11%).  Only 1 or 2% would support the following four measures (19% would 
support none of them): 
 

- All citizens be tracked and traced 
- Mandatory vaccination 
- Wearing of masks in shops 
- School and university closures with online tuition. 

 
Comments suggest that many in this group would strongly oppose the above measures. 
 
70% are aware of exceptional measures introduced by the UK government using emergency 
legislation which have an effect on them or your family. 3,194 respondents provided details 
or comments. 
 

Restrictive measures need to be kept to a minimum and be replaced by positive steps 
people can take. 

Wellbeing is more important than GDP but you can't have wellbeing in an impoverished 
country where people are not able to enjoy themselves and are trembling in fear. GDP 
metric dominance can be replaced by a measure of wellbeing but it’s a gradual process and 
cannot come about as a result of political pressure and recession. 

Female, 35-44, Banking, KBF Member 

Life has to go back to normal. Sick of seeing this country destroyed. More than likely going 
to be a Depression. No future for our kids!! 

Female, 55-64, Retired, KBF Member  

Get the government to stay out of micro managing peoples lives - and take away the 
unwarranted fear that is ruining millions of lives. Be honest and say that politicians cannot 
control the thousands of viruses that we share our world with, and that natural immunity is 
the way our species has evolved and survived this long! We must NEVER lockdown ever 
again! 

Female, 55-64, Managerial, KBF Follower/website User  

I just want a normal life again without fear and lies and to be able to shop without feeling 
under pressure for not wearing a mask.  I also want to live without the threat of being forced 
to have a vaccine against my will and against my family wishes. We want freedom of choice 
for us all!!! 

Female, 45-54, Otherwise not working, KBF Follower/website User 
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2.3 THE MEDIA AND KEEPING INFORMED 

When asked how that had kept informed in recent months social and alternative media were 
more likely to be used than traditional media (newspapers and the BBC).  Written in answers 
show that half were using the BBC less. 
 
54% went direct to official sources (such as Gov.UK, ONS or local council websites). 
Written answers suggest that the ONS was the most useful of these sources. 
 
68% tried to find information but been unable to do so (for example, because it has been 
removed or censored).  3,167 provided details or comments about the problems they had 
encountered finding information. 
 

People need reliable, impartial sources of information of information.   

The official figures have been helpful, ONS and NRS in Scotland. Almost all of the media 
has been a national disgrace, spreading fear and misinformation. The reporting on the 
lockdown rules were horrific, each and every outlet conflating law and guidance & passing 
off guidance as law. This is still happening, there needs to be a reckoning with the media 
after the part they have played. 

Male, 25-34, Mechanical Technician, KBF Follower/website User 

[I’ve relied on] alternative media and official sources. There’s been a lot of helpful data and 
information presented by ONS. What’s troubled me since the beginning is that the narrative 
has never matched the data. 

Male, 35-44, Finance, KBF Member 

Not the MSM [mainstream media] - too one sided, I look at the figures and success cases, 
and personal people's accounts 

Male, 4-54, Data and Cyber Security / Publishing, KBF Follower/website User 

Many no longer see the BBC as having that role. 

I've now given up on most social media, newspapers etc. as there are so many 
inconsistencies.   I have seen many being caught out with their figures and so called 
facts.....I’m not interested in them anymore and I definitely don't bother with BBC 

Female, 45-54, Mental health, KBF Follower/website User 

I've stopped using the BBC completely, I've started watching alternative news and 
investigative journalism sources rather than government stories. 

Female, 45-54, Psychotherapist, coach, metaphysics teacher, KBF Follower/website User 

BBC News, ITV News and in particular Good Morning Britain, Sky News - all of these outlets 
have used fear tactics to scare the UK population in relation to Covid-19. I no longer trust 
what they report. Also, commercial radio has been particularly poor too. Subliminal 
messaging via adverts. 

Male, 45-54, Electrical Industry – Lighting, KBF Follower/website User 

I have not watched or listened to mainstream media channels in 5 months (BBC/Sky etc). 
The relentless fear was making me ill. 

Male, 45-54, Signaller, KBF Follower/website User 
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I stopped most mainstream media as a consequence of the Brexit hysteria, but I have 
extended my de facto ban on BBC TV to now include BBC radio. I stopped ITV and C4 news 
also Sky (UK) and also no longer catch up with the business news on Bloomberg because 
they are driving me mad. I have stopped ever buying a newspaper. 

Female, 55-64, Retired, KBF Follower/website User  

BBC News, Sky News, ITV News and most mainstream sources…all fail to carry out proper 
investigative journalism and appear to be no more than Government propaganda tools that 
specialise in producing misleading articles, fake news and public fear. When the BBC claims 
it can be trusted this is an absolute lie. The unleashing of sophisticated behavioural 
psychological techniques on the public by these media organisations is particularly worrying. 

Male, 55-64, Farming, KBF Member  
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2.4 WORK AND THE ECONOMY 

The majority had been working in January 2020 (72%) with a 32% being self-employed or 
running their own businesses. 
 
Amongst the working group (3,917 respondents) 8% had hours or work levels increased, 9% 
had lost their job, 29% hours or work levels decreased and 18% had been furloughed.  42% 
said none of these applied to them.  Only 5% said their income had increased in the past 6 
months, 51% decreased, 43% stayed the same.  
 
34% said they (or their business) had received financial support from the government in the 
past six months.  A range of investments were held, the most common being ISA’s, Bonds, 
Savings Accounts or similar investments (23%). 
 
Looking forward to 2022, only half (48%) expected to be in the same kind of employment or 
business, 9% in a new job or different type of business, 35% were unsure.  7% expected to 
retire or be semi-retired. 
 
Their economic outlook for 2022 is mixed.  34% expect the economy to recover, most only 
partially.  16% expected it to not recover much more, 37% to deteriorate further.  12% are 
not sure. 
 
Their personal financial expectations for 2022 were generally pessimistic.  Half (48%) said it 
would be difficult (25% very difficult).  28% said they would make adjustments so it would be 
OK.  16% were not sure. 
 
87% think the government will find it very difficult to pay back the money they have borrowed 
in the past 6 months (77% very difficult). 
 
1,345 provided comments on these subjects, including issues related to 2022. 
 

The economic situation is going to be tough. 

My husband has lost his job due to Covid & I’ve had my salary cut by 20%. Financial 
expectations are grim! 

Female, 35-44, Office worker, KBF Member 

Personal investment plan suffered which is what I might have used to generate extra income 
after retirement so I may have to work until I’m 70 now. 

Female, 55-64, Teaching assistant, KBF Member 

This government has engineered the most serious economic depression of our lives. 

Male, 45-54, Lecturer, KBF Follower/website User 

Where individuals are sole directors with minimal salaries that are supplemented by 
dividends, we have been screwed.  Start-ups are a lifeblood of the economy and we have 
been all but strangled.  

Male, 45-54, Tech, Wellness Start-up, KBF Member 

[Regarding the debt:] Impossible - but then the aim is clearly to inflate the debt away. You 
can’t pay this back 

Female, 35-44, Civil servant, KBF Member  
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2.5 PERSONAL HEALTH 

18% suffered from conditions associated with higher rates of Covid-19 mortality.  These 
conditions were generally mild (54%) or intermediate (34%). 
 
29 respondents (1%) had tested positive for Covid-19, 14% had experienced symptoms 
associated with Covid-19 but not tested positive. 
 
The majority had experience health problems in the last 6 months: 
 

- 62% said “stress, isolation, financial difficulties or other problems have had an 
adverse impact on my health” 

- 42% said “my health has deteriorated in other ways (e.g. I gained weight, drank 
more, or been less active)” 

 
In addition to this 31% had avoided using the NHS (in circumstances they would normally do 
so) and 29% had been unable to get the help they needed from my GP or the NHS. 
 
The vast majority (87% feel their own actions are most important in determining their own 
health (10% selected medical help/NHS treatments). 
 
46% had experienced problems helping family members or friends with health problems 
during the past six months.  
 
On balance more feel life expectancy will decrease over the next five years (57%). 9% 
expect life expectancy to increase, 33% stay the same. 
 
When asked about the service from your local GP practice in 2022 and beyond: 
 

76% wanted in person consultations 
74% a specific/named GP who I was able to see when I needed to do so 
37% wanted health and nutrition advice,  
30% telephone or online consultations.  
 

Written in comments suggest that many are interested in more of a focus on public health 
and wellbeing, particularly nutrition advice, more alternative medicine or holistic therapies, 
including homeopathy and natural remedies. 
 
People do see their health as their own responsibility. 
 
I do not fear my own health because I AM in control of my own health. Self-responsibility is 
the cure. Standing up for our human rights and freedoms is the cure.  
 

Female, 25-34 
 

I don't need the government telling me what to do, I'm capable of determining my own health 
status & doing something about it. 
 

Male, 45-54, Fitness Coach, KBF Member 
 

People should take responsibility for their health and realise that they will be more 
susceptible to viruses etc if they don't. I take care with my health, I don't want locking down 
because others can't do as I do. 
 

Female, 55-64, Teaching assistant, KBF Member 
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The secondary health impacts of recent measures can be substantial. 
 
The health worries I am suffering from, stress and anxiety are as a direct result of the 
lockdown.  
 

Female, 45-54, Teacher, KBF Member 
 
I have never had suicidal thoughts until a few months into lockdown.  It is my distrust of the 
government handling of this, and unnecessary restrictions, which have caused me to feel so 
hopeless. 
 

Female, 45-54, KBF Follower 
 
I don't get any respite for my son, he has become more dependent on me as he is struggling 
with his mental health and that is very hard for me. He needs constant reassurance from me. 
 

Female, 45-54, KBF Member 
 

Hospitals have sat empty for months (as a nurse I've witnessed this first hand staff sat on 
wards in groups, with nothing to do) while people like my dad were left with debilitating easily 
fixed conditions (double hernia). 

 
Female, 35-44, Nurse, KBF Follower 

 
My 91 year old mother is a prisoner in her care home. For much of the Lockdown she was in 
Forced isolation in her 10’ square room meals brought to her. No actual GP visits when she 
became ill, [just] a video link call. No visitors for 3 months. Still not allowed out. Physically 
and mentally gone downhill.  

Male, 55-64, KBF Member 
 

A named GP you can see in person. 
 
It’s all well and good for people of my generation to use GP on line services but for the 
elderly and those who are less abled and or vulnerable a face to face GP appointment is 
vital. I was appalled to read Matt Hancock suggesting that GPs do not fall back into “bad 
habits” in reference to face to face appointment. It was at this point I personally decided that 
there was an agenda to privatize the NHS. 
 

Female, 45-54, Therapist, KBF Follower 
 
Telephone consultations are no use for hard of hearing and deaf people. Or those with 
severe anxiety. E-mail or face to face is essential for these people. I have been completely 
abandoned! 
 

Male, 45-54, KBF Member 
 

In June, I had to go to A&E and wait 10 hours for a condition that could easily have been 
sorted by a face to face consultation with a GP. I had a 3 minute telephone consultation with 
my GP that achieved nothing. Severe pain forced me to go to A&E.  My mother has had to 
go private due to an ailment she would otherwise have gone to the NHS for, for which she 
had no help from her local GP. We are considering going private for my wife too, even 
though she works for the NHS! 
 

Male, 45-54, Graphic Designer, KBF Follower 
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2.6 EDUCATION 
 
41% of survey respondents had children ranging from pre-school to university age.  The 
largest proportion were of school age (31%, 1,652 respondents).  82% of this group had 
home schooled in the past five months.  

34% of those with children of school or university age (2,003 respondents) said that their 
children had been unable to take exams as usual this year. 

Whilst the majority (73%) wanted their children to go back to school, 5% had already been 
home schooling their children in January and 8% planned to home school in the future.  A 
further 14% would like to home school but felt it would be difficult to do so due to work.  This 
suggests the number of people who are home schooling could double and has potential to 
quadruple. 

94% thought it was safe for children to return to school, 81% saying it was perfectly safe.   

Comments show that some of those who think it is unsafe felt this was due to measures 
being taken or proposed such as wearing facemasks, social distancing, using hand sanitiser, 
track and trace, mandatory vaccination and removal of children from schools.  Of those 
saying school was not safe 50 gave comments related to going back to school. 38 
comments suggested their concerns were driven by the measures, of which 13 said they 
were concerned about the psychological impact of the measures on children. Only one 
respondent was concerned about Covid and a potential second wave (11 gave other 
comments). 

The majority want the children to have a normal educational experience. 
 
Children need to go back to school, but the normality they were used to. I feel all these 
ridiculous restrictions will only have a massive impact on their mental health and social skills.  

 
Female, 35-44, Counsellor, KBF Member 

 
Children need to be in school & not some sterile environment that seems to be a school. 
They need to socialise & have fun! They are our future & at the moment we’re failing them. 

 
Female, 35-44, Marketing Manager, KBF Follower 

 
I expect my children to be able to enjoy a normal schooling free from reduced classes, 
reduced play and restricted lessons. 
 

Male, 45-54, Sales Manager, KBF Member 
 
I want my kids to go to school for the social interaction and to be taught by a professional, 
I’m also a single mum and so can’t home school and work.  However, I do not support mask 
wearing, testing or fearmongering in schools and so will look at alternatives if the school puts 
in measures that make my children feel unsafe and mentally abused.  
 

Female, 45-54, HR, KBF Follower 
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Some are going to start home schooling…and more may start if measures persist. 
 
Schools must be as they were. If masks, social distancing, or any other unnecessary 
measures that will impact on the mental wellbeing of my children are enforced they will be 
withdrawn and we will home school. 
 

Male, 35-44, Firefighter, KBF Follower 
 
Regards to schools it’s not the virus that concerns me but the fact the Coronavirus Act 2020 
states that children can be tested and removed then detained for up to 14 days. 
 

Female, 35-44. KBF Follower 
 
I would home school but my daughter is almost 16 and wants to be at school. I’m not 
concerned about her return to school, apart from the worry that if someone decides she’s 
unwell then she can be carted off to a quarantine facility, without my knowledge or consent. 
 

Female, 35-44, Senior Management, KBF Follower 
 
This is the problem.  My children were looking forward to school but they have told me that 
they don't want to: Socially distance, not mix with children outside their age group, forgo 
practical activities, wear masks, have to be tested, wash their hands obsessively, not be able 
to cuddle their friends. So until the Government return everything back to as it was, they will 
unlikely return. 
 

Female, 45-54, Project Manager, KBF Member 
 
I class schools as unsafe because the emergency legislation states they can take our 
children from school. She will stay with me until the truth comes out. I am not worried about 
Covid 19 because it doesn't exist. 
 

Female, 45-54, Sales, KBF Member 
 

My son was in year 6 and looking forward to starting secondary school this September. 
After everything I know now about the schools and our government I do not trust them, so I 
have decided to home school my son but this has nothing to do with the FLU!! 
 

Female, 35-44, KBF Member 
 
I will not be sending my two children back to school, I have no trust in schools and what the 
government will get them doing next, I am not in fear of covid 19, just the draconian 
measures that governments are [imposing] on our people. 
 

Female, 45-54, KBF Member 
 

I am going to home school not because of covid 19 at all. We don’t worry about that because 
the survival rate is 99.7% or so. So it is less than flu!!!! My child is not returning to school 
because he is much happier and flourishing at home with home education. It highlighted to 
me how bad the school education actually is. 
 

Female, 45-54, Practitioner, KBF Follower 
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2.7 LIFE IN 2022 AND BEYOND 
 
The last section of the survey explained that “The House of Lords are particularly interested 
in our views on the society we want to live in beyond Covid, that is the next two to five 
years.”  Respondents were asked the extent to which they agree or disagree with 11 
statements about health, joy and the state. 

There was overwhelming agreement with the need to put people’s fear of the virus to rest 
and restore joy to life.  The government will clearly need to restore trust in itself and there 
are strong concerns about the use of surveillance and police powers. 

The majority are concerned about their own access to good health care and health 
inequalities.  

The majority are open to a shift towards a less consumeristic society, where wellbeing is 
more important than GDP. 

Fewer are concerned for their own health with most not worried about a future pandemic. 

98% agree we need to restore joy to life.  97% agree strongly, only 6 respondents 
disagreed. 

97% agree the government will need to work hard to restore trust.  94% agree 
strongly, 1% disagree. 

97% agree they are concerned about arbitrary use of powers by the police or other 
authorities.  94% agree strongly, 2% disagree. 

 
97% agree they are concerned about increased use of state surveillance.  92% agree 
strongly, 2% disagree. 

 
96% agree we need to put to rest people’s fears about the virus.  93% agree 
strongly, 1% disagree. 

 
78% agree they are worried about their own access to good healthcare.  51% agree 
strongly, 10% disagree. 

 
71% agree health inequalities need to be addressed.  50% agree strongly, 6% 
disagree. 

65% agree a move towards a less consumeristic society would be a good thing.  41% 
agreed strongly, 11% disagreed. 

64% agree Wellbeing is more important than GDP.  45% agree strongly, 12% 
disagree. 

 

30% agree they are worried about their own health.  12% agree strongly, 39% 
disagree. 

21% agree they are worried about future pandemics.  57% disagreed with this 
statement, 43% disagreed strongly. 

 
1,662 gave comments about their hopes and aspirations for the next 2 to 5 years. 
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We must avoid becoming a police and surveillance state 
 
A newly elected government that listens to its people and truly serves their interests. A 
concerted effort to oust corruption and hidden agendas and no more use of behavioural 
modification 'sciences'. More transparency and less surveillance. A return of a balanced 
mass media and a wholesale rejection of propaganda. 

Female, 35-44, Maternity leave/looking after children, KBF Member 

I am more concerned about curtailment of personal freedoms and government interference 
in all aspects of our lives than I am about illness. I believe this so-called "pandemic" is just a 
trojan horse for the introduction of government surveillance and control - which is being 
orchestrated worldwide. There is obviously no real threat from Covid 19. However I am 
concerned that a really serious bio weapon will be unleashed (for which this was a drill) and 
that 5G will induce radiation sickness.  The British public has largely rolled over and given up 
its freedoms with no resistance. What's next?! 

Female, 55-64, Executive Assistant, KBF Member  

Sleepwalking into a surveillance state through technology worship has to end. We, humans, 
are the real technology here on earth and we'd do well to remember how to live well for 
ourselves and others. That is the ultimate technology; compassionate living and care for all. 

Male, 35-44, Sales / Support, KBF Follower/website User  

We need to drain the swamp, and get rid of the controls that the Big Pharma corporations 
have over our institutions. Get rid of the corrupt private banks. Get rid of the BBC altogether. 
Less commercialism and celebrity trash. Open up the churches, theatres, pubs, clubs, sports 
centres, everything. Create more local amenities and facilities. Simple affordable living. No 
intense surveillance. 

Female, 55-64 , Maintenance gardening, KBF Member  

We must restore joy to life 

To get rid of this madness and put the love and enjoyment back into life, instead of walking 
the streets like frightened rabbits thinking every person is a disease ridden rat. 

 

Male, 45-54, DJ, KBF Member 

We cannot continue the coronavirus act for another 2 years.....they have taken the joy out of 
every aspect of life and for what? No deaths and false positive if perfectly healthy people? 
 

Female, 45-54, Senior Support, KBF Follower 

Life has to have some happiness again. A good economy equals good health and 
happiness. I am at the lowest point I've ever been. 
 

Female, 35-44, KBF Follower 
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APPENDIX: RESULTS IN FULL…with charts and question wording 

1 DEMOCRACY AND OUR INSTITUTIONS: The Judicial Review 

The first questions referred to the Judicial Review challenging lockdown and other measures 
implemented by the UK government: 

98% agree with Lord Justice Hickinbottom’s description of the measures taken by the 
government as “Possibly the most restrictive regime on the public life of persons and 
businesses ever.”  95% agreed strongly. 

97% are concerned about the ways in which the government has taken decisions in the past 
6 months.  92% are extremely concerned. 

 

The questions and results are presented below. 

Earlier this year Simon Dolan, founder of Keep Britain Free, launched a High Court legal 
challenge to lockdown and other measures through a Judicial Review. Whilst the initial 
application for a Judicial Review was turned down, he has now won the right to appeal. In 
granting the right to appeal Lord Justice Hickinbottom described the recent measures taken 
by the government as: 

“Possibly the most restrictive regime on the public life of persons and businesses ever.” 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement? 
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The Judicial Review 
Lord Justice Hickinbottom also commented that the legal challenge "potentially raises 
fundamental issues concerning the proper spheres for democratically-accountable Ministers 
of the Government and judges." 

To what extent are you concerned about the ways in which the government has taken 
decisions in the past 6 months? 
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DEMOCRACY AND OUR INSTITUTIONS: How Were Decisions Taken 
 
When asked who they think had the most significant influence on decisions taken by the 
government in the past six months groups we might normally expect to have influence (The 
NHS, MP’s and the people of the UK) came at the bottom of the list.  Instead decisions had 
been influenced most by government scientific advisers (80%) and international 
organisations such as the WHO (78%) followed by the media (71%) and big business (70%). 
Other advisers and behavioural scientists were also seen as influential (57% and 56%). 
 
When asked how decisions have been taken by the UK government in the past 6 months 
traditional values such as democratically, transparently, using due process, on the basis of 
sound scientific evidence and in interests of the people were absent.  None of these scored 
more than 2%.  These traditions have been replaced by procedures which are illogical 
(86%), inconsistent (79%), in secret (72%) and autocratic (60%). 
 
 
Which of the following groups do you think have had the most significant influence on 
decisions taken by the government in the past six months? 
Please tick all that apply 
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How Were Decisions Taken 
 
Which of the following describes your view of how decisions have been taken by the UK 
government in the past 6 months. 
Please tick all that apply
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DEMOCRACY AND OUR INSTITUTIONS: Attitude Statements 
 
When asked the extent to which they agreed or disagreed with six statements about 
government decision taking and being informed there was a strong desire to be informed 
and understand things and a sever lack of confidence in the government and lack of trust in 
the organisations which advise them. 

 

98% agree with “I like to have information to understand or take decisions myself,” 
96% agree strongly. 

94% agree with “We need a fast and effective way of challenging decisions taken by 
government,” 89% agree strongly. 

 

Only 2% agree “I am confident the government will take the right decisions,” 95% 
disagree, 87% disagree strongly. 

Only 2% agree “I trust the organisations which advise the government,” 95% 
disagree, 87% disagree strongly. 

Only 5% agree “I do not need to know or understand the detailed reasons behind 
government decisions,” 91% disagree, 84% disagree strongly. 

7% agree “Decisions need to be taken at an international level, not in the UK,” 82% 
disagree, 69% disagreed strongly.  

Further questions (see Section 8) look at issues such as the need to restore trust. 

 

A number of statement are listed below about the ways the UK government take 
decisions and informs the public. Please indicate the extent to which you agree or 
disagree with each of them. 
Please indicate the degree to which you agree or disagree with the below 

I like to have information to understand or take decisions myself 
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Democracy: Attitude Statements 

I am confident the government will take the right decisions 

 

 

I do not need to know or understand the detailed reasons behind government 
decisions 

 

 

I trust the organisations which advise the government 
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Democracy: Attitude Statements 

Decisions need to be taken at an international level, not in the UK 

 

 

We need a fast and effective way of challenging decisions taken by government 
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2 THE MEASURES/2022 
 
Only 2% feel all or most of the measures in the past six months in response to the Covid 
pandemic are necessary.  70% feel none of them are necessary, 28% some of them. 
 
When asked which measures they would support if there were a similar outbreak in 2020 
there was strong support for measures to protect vulnerable people (65%) and better 
information about immunity and health (58%).  There were reasonable levels of support for 
better information about hygiene (38%), extra ‘surge’ capacity in the NHS (26%) and working 
from home where possible (23%). 
 
A minority would support quarantine on return from travel abroad (12%) and social 
distancing (11%). 
 
Only 1 or 2% would support the following four measures (19% would support none of them): 
 

- All citizens be tracked and traced 
- Mandatory vaccination 
- Wearing of masks in shops 
- School and university closures with online tuition. 

 
N.B. Closures of businesses/shops and ‘stay at home’ were omitted from the questionnaire 
as they were no longer in place for most regions of the UK.  Rules around social gatherings 
was also excluded. 
 
70% are aware of exceptional measures introduced by the UK government using emergency 
legislation which have an effect on them or your family. 3,194 respondents provided details 
or comments. 
 
The government has introduced a number of measures in the past six months in 
response to the Covid pandemic. These include working from home, school and 
business closures, wearing masks, social distancing and quarantine on return from 
international travel.  On balance would you say: 
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The Measures/2022 
 
If there were a similar virus outbreak in 2022 which of the following measures would 
you support? 
Please tick all that apply 

 

 

A number of exceptional measures have been introduced by the UK government 
using emergency legislation. Are there any you are aware of which have an effect on 
you or your family? 
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3 THE MEDIA AND KEEPING INFORMED 
 
Social and alternative media were more likely to be used than traditional media (newspapers 
and the BBC).  Written in answers show that half were using the BBC less. 
 
54% went direct to official sources (such as Gov.UK, ONS or local council websites). 
Written answers suggest that the ONS was the most useful of these sources. 
 
68% tried to find information but been unable to do so (for example, because it has been 
removed or censored).  3,167 provided details or comments. 
 
 
These questions concern your use of the media and other information sources, in 
particular in relation to Covid-19. 
Which of the following media or other information sources have you used at all 
during the past six months. 
It does not matter whether you used them in traditional or digital format. 
 

 
 
Is there anything you have tried to find but have been unable to do so, for example, 
because it has been removed or censored? 
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4 WORK AND THE ECONOMY 

The majority had been working in January 2020 (72%) with a high 32% being self-employed 
or running their own businesses.  
 
Amongst this group (3,917 respondents) 8% had hours or work levels increased, 9% had 
lost their job, 29% hours or work levels decreased and 18% had been furloughed.  42% said 
none of these applied to them. 
 
Only 5% said their income had increased in the past 6 months, 51% decreased, 43% stayed 
the same.   More details shown in the chart. 
 
34% said they (or their business) had received financial support from the government in the 
past six months. 
 
A range of investments were held, the most common being ISA’s, Bonds, Savings Accounts 
or similar investments (23%). 
 
Looking forward to 2022, only half (48%) expected to be in the same kind of employment or 
business, 9% in a new job or different type of business, 35% were unsure.  7% expected to 
retire or be semi-retired. 
 
Their economic outlook for 2022 is mixed.  34% expected the economy to recover, mostly 
only partially.  16% expected it to not recover much more, 37% to deteriorate further.  12% 
are not sure. 
 
87% think the government will find it very difficult to pay back the money they have borrowed 
in the past 6 months (77% very difficult). 
 
Their personal financial expectations for 2022 were generally pessimistic.  Half (48%) said it 
would be difficult (25% very difficult).  28% said they would make adjustments so it would be 
OK.  16% were not sure. 
 
1,345 provided comments on these subjects, including issues related to 2022. 
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Work and the Economy 
 
Which, if any, of the following applied to you at the end of January 2020? 
Please tick all that apply 

 

In the last 6 months have you: 
Please tick all that apply 
(Base – those working: 3917) 
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Work and the Economy 
 
In comparison to this time 6 months ago has your income from work/employment: 
(Base – those working: 3917) 

 

Did you (or your business) receive any financial support from the government in the 
past six months? 
(Base – those working: 3917) 

 

Do you rely on any of the following either for income or as an investment? 
Please tick all that apply 
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Work and the Economy 
 
Looking forward to 2022, do you expect to be: 
(Base – those working: 3917) 

 

 

The UK economy is estimated to have shrunk by 20% (as measured by its GDP) in 
the second quarter of this year. It is estimated to have recovered a little since then. 
By 2022 do you expect the UK economy to: 
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Work and the Economy 
 
The UK government has borrowed significant amounts of money in the past six 
months. 
How easy do you think it will be to pay this back? 
 

 
 
Which of the following best describes your own financial expectations for 2022? 
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5 PERSONAL HEALTH 
 
18% suffered from conditions associated with higher rates of Covid-19 mortality.  These 
conditions were generally mild (54%) or intermediate (34%). 
 
29 respondents (1%) had tested positive for Covid-19, 14% had experienced symptoms 
associated with Covid-19 but not tested positive. 
 
The majority had experienced health problems in the last 6 months: 
 

- 62% said “stress, isolation, financial difficulties or other problems have had an 
adverse impact on my health” 

- 42% said “my health has deteriorated in other ways (e.g. I gained weight, drank 
more, or been less active)” 

 
In addition to this 31% had avoided using the NHS (in circumstances they would normally do 
so) and 29% had been unable to get the help they needed from my GP or the NHS. 
 
The vast majority (87% feel their own actions are most important in determining their own 
health (10% selected medical help/NHS treatments). 
 
46% had experienced problems helping family members or friends with health problems 
during the past six months.  
 
On balance more feel life expectancy will decrease over the next five years (57%). 9% 
expect life expectancy to increase, 33% stay the same. 
 
When asked about the service from your local GP practice in 2022 and beyond: 
 

76% wanted in person consultations 
74% a specific/named GP who I was able to see when I needed to do so 
37% wanted Health and nutrition advice 
30% telephone or online consultations.  
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Personal Health 
 
This sections includes a number of sensitive questions. 
 
The list below shows a number of conditions which are associated with higher levels 
of Covid-19 mortality. Do you suffer from any of these conditions? 
Arthritis, Cancer, Heart Disease, Diabetes, Hypertension, Reduced Kidney Function, 
Stroke, Dementia or other Neurological disease 
These conditions are taken from an openSafely research paper by Williamson et al published in 
Nature in June 2020. The above conditions are all associated with higher risks of death with Covid-19. 
 

 
 
 
Are these conditions mild or severe? 
(Base – those with conditions associated with higher mortality rates: 987) 

 
 
In the last six months have you: 

 
 
  

43 
 



Personal Health 
 
Which, if any, of the following other health issues have you experienced in the past 
six months? 
Please tick all that apply 

 
 
 
Which of the following do you think is most important in determining your own health. 
 

 
 
Have you experienced problems helping family members or friends with health 
problems during the past six months? 
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Personal Health 
 
Over the past 50 years life expectancy has increased significantly. Over the next five 
years should we realistically expect life expectancy to: 
 

 
 
 
Thinking of the service you get from your local GP practice, which of the following 
would you like to be available in 2022 and beyond? 
Please tick all that apply 
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6 EDUCATION 
 
41% of survey respondents had children ranging from pre-school to university age.  The 
largest proportion were of school age (31%, 1,652 respondents).  82% of this group had 
home schooled in the past five months.  

34% of those with children of school or university age (2003 respondents) said that their 
children had been unable to take exams as usual this year. 

Whilst the majority (73%) wanted their children to go back to school, 5% had already been 
home schooling their children in January and 8% planned to home school in the future.  A 
further 14% would like to home school but felt it would be difficult to do so due to work.  This 
suggests the number of people who are home schooling could double and has potential to 
quadruple. 

94% thought it was safe for children to return to school, 81% saying it was perfectly safe.  
Comments show that some of those who think it is unsafe felt this was due to measures 
being taken or discussed such as wearing facemasks, social distancing, using hand 
sanitiser, track and trace, mandatory vaccination and removal of children from schools. 

 
Do you have any children: 
Please tick all that apply 
 

 
 
During the past five months did you or anyone else home school your children? 
(Base – those with children of school age: 1652) 
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Education 
 
Which of the following best describes your views of home schooling: 
(Base – those with children of school age: 1652) 

 
 
 
How safe do you think it is for children to return to school in light of covid? 
(Base – those with children of school age: 1652) 

 

 
 
Were any of your children unable to take exams as normal earlier this year? 
(Base – those with children of school or university age: 2003) 
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7 LIFE IN 2022 AND BEYOND 
 
The last section of the survey explained that “The House of Lords are particularly interested 
in our views on the society we want to live in beyond Covid, that is the next two to five 
years.”  Respondents were asked the extent to which they agreed or disagree with 11 
statements about health, joy and the state. 

There was overwhelming agreement with the need to put people’s fear of the virus to rest 
and restore joy to life.  The government will clearly need to restore trust in itself and there 
are strong concerns about the use of surveillance and police powers. 

The majority are concerned about their own access to good health care and health 
inequalities.  

The majority are open to a shift towards a less consumeristic society, where wellbeing is 
more important than GDP. 

Fewer are concerned for their own health with most not worried about a future pandemic. 

98% agree we need to restore joy to life.  97% agree strongly, only 6 respondents 
disagreed. 

97% agree the government will need to work hard to restore trust.  94% agree 
strongly, 1% disagree. 

97% agree they are concerned about arbitrary use of powers by the police or other 
authorities.  94% agree strongly, 2% disagree. 

 
97% agree they are concerned about increased use of state surveillance.  92% agree 
strongly, 2% disagree. 

 
96% agree we need to put to rest people’s fears about the virus.  93% agree 
strongly, 1% disagree. 

 
78% agree they are worried about their own access to good healthcare.  51% agree 
strongly, 10% disagree. 

 
71% agree health inequalities need to be addressed.  50% agree strongly, 6% 
disagree. 

65% agree a move towards a less consumeristic society would be a good thing.  41% 
agreed strongly, 11% disagreed. 

64% agree Wellbeing is more important than GDP.  45% agree strongly, 12% 
disagree. 

 

30% agree they are worried about their own health.  12% agree strongly, 39% 
disagree. 

21% agree they are worried about future pandemics.  57% disagreed with this 
statement, 43% disagreed strongly. 

 
1,662 gave comments about their hopes and aspirations for the next 2 to 5 years.  
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Life in 2022 and Beyond 
 
The House of Lords are particularly interested in our views on the society we want to 
live in beyond Covid, that is the next two to five years. A number of statements are 
listed below which apply to life in the UK in the next two to five years. Please indicate 
the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of them. 
 

I am worried about future pandemics 

 

I am worried about my access to good healthcare 
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Life in 2022 and Beyond 
 

I am worried about my own health 

 

 

Health inequalities need to be addressed 

 

  

51 
 



Life in 2022 and Beyond 
 

I am concerned about increased use of state surveillance 

 

I am concerned about arbitrary use of powers by the police or other authorities 
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Life in 2022 and Beyond 
 

We need to put to rest people’s fears about the virus 

 

We need to restore joy to life 
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Life in 2022 and Beyond 
 

The government will need to work hard to restore trust 

 

A move towards a less consumeristic society would be a good thing 
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Life in 2022 and Beyond 
 

Wellbeing is more important than GDP 
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9 SAMPLE PROFILE 
 
51% of respondents are female, 45% male (4% are other, preferred not to say or gave no 
answer). 
 
The modal age range was 45-54 (31%).  32% are under 45, 35% over 55. 
 
84% live in England, 10% in Scotland, 3% in Wales, 1% in Northern Ireland, 1% elsewhere. 
27% live in a city, 72% in a town, village or the countryside (1% did not answer). 
 
As detailed in Section 5, 72% were working at the end of January 2020 (3,917 respondents). 
There was a good spread of occupations, the most common being Healthcare, Hospitality, 
IT/Digital, Finance/Property/Law and Education (each with 300 or more respondents).  N.B. 
we used a new system of occupation groupings we have devised to help explain the World 
of Work to school, college and university students.  This uses data from the ONS Annual 
Population Survey to quantify the number of people in different types of jobs by SOC 
(Standard Occupation Code) groups. 
 
25% are members of Keep Britain Free, 49% are non-members who either follow Keep 
Britain Free on social media or visit the Keep Britain Free website.  25% were neither 
members or followers of Keep Britain Free (1% did not answer). 

 
 
Are you: 
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Sample Profile 
 
How old are you:  
NB: There was a questionnaire error in the first half of fieldwork.  The label for the 65-74 year old 
group was given as 75-74.  Data was corrected by re-allocating a proportion of those answering 55-64 
to 65 – 74 based on their gender and occupational status.  This process used targets established 
using the second half of the fieldwork (where the question was presented correctly). 

 
 
Do you live in: 
 

 
 
 
Do you live in 
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Sample Profile: Occupation 

Which one of these best describes the type of work you do? 
(Base – those working: 3917) 

Physical jobs - 649 (17%) 
Construction 196 5% 
Factory and Workshops 133 3% 
Transport and Storage 156 4% 
Cleaning and Security 84 2% 
Land and Animals 80 2% 
People facing jobs - 767 (20%) 
Retail 198 5% 
Hospitality and Personal Services 366 9% 
Sales, Marketing and Customer 
Services 203 5% 

Public sector jobs - 945 (24%) 
Education 318 8% 

Health, Nursing, Medical Care 393 10
% 

Public Admin and Services 234 6% 
Specialist jobs - 1,409 (36%) 
IT/Digital 368 9% 
Accounts 97 2% 
Finance, Property, Law 330 8% 
Arts, Media 235 6% 
Science, Engineering, Research 170 4% 
Admin, HR 209 5% 
Other jobs - 147 (4%) 
Other sector 53 1% 
No longer working 28 1% 
No reply 66 2% 
 

Which, if any, of the following apply to you?  
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